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Sixteen Cowan
Lisa Wheeler, Author and Kurt Cyrus, Illustrator
May 2006, Book of the Month

Synopsis: A fun bovine read-aloud, told in singsong rhyme. Cowboy Gene and Cowgirl Sue live on adjoining ranches and each have eight cows and a "come-home" song to round up their herds. Their animals always respond with a chorus of "Moo." When an Arkansas wind blows down the fence that divides the pastures, the cows mingle and roam and get mighty confused by the dueling songs. The ranchers call a truce and actually meet face to face. They admire one another's herds and, "Come that fall, those two cowpokes exchanged their wedding vows. Who served as honored bridesmaids? No less than sixteen cows!" The playful illustrations replete with chaps and kerchiefs reflect the setting, and a full-page spread captures the hoedown reception with the guests dancing under udder-shaped balloons. The repetition of the cows' silly names and the ranch-style dialogue will spark a smile or giggle. Children will enjoy this adorable and timeless tale.
Reason Book was Chosen:  This book was chosen as a great way to incorporate a wide range of math lessons by using a text that went hand in hand with our western theme.
Language Arts:  
· Text to Text connection

1. Compare to Pecos Bill
2. Compare to other Lisa Wheeler texts 

3. Compare to Eric Carle’s style of illustration

· Text to Self connection 

1. Have you ever tricked anyone to get out of doing something?  How did you do it?

2. Have you ever seen an inchworm?  Is it really an inch?

3. Have you ever disagreed with a friend over something?  How did you solve the problem? 

· Author’s Purpose:  Why did Lisa Wheeler write this story?

· Responding to literature

· Dialogue

· Sequence of events

· Rhyme/Rhythm
· Previewing and predicting

· Point of View

· Conventions, Grammar, Style and Syntax 

1. Come up with a word wall of describing words for an inchworm
2. Dialogue

3. Adjectives
Math:
· Addition (to 16)
· Greater than and less than

Art, Writing, Science & Social Studies:
· Science: Weather
· Cows
· Social Studies: Farms
Other Lisa Wheeler Books:

· Hokey Pokey: Another Prickly Love Story
· Seadogs: An Epic Ocean Operetta
· Castaway Cats
· Old Cricket
· Invasion of the Pig Sisters
· Turk and Runt: A Thanksgiving Comedy
· Who’s Afraid of Granny Wolf?
· New Pig in Town
· When Pigs Fly
· Uncles and Antlers
· Sailor Moo: Cow at Sea
· Wool Gathering: A Sheep Family Reunion
· Bubble Gum, Bubble Gum

· Porcupining

· [image: image3.wmf]Farmer Dale’s Red Pickup Truck

· Avalanche Annie

· One Dark Night
Other Ideas:

Lisa Wheeler’s Page:

http://www.lisawheelerbooks.com/ 
Sixteen Cows Lesson Plans:

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=815
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