FCAT Simulator

FCAT Simulator will be going home
beginning this week. You will be loaned a
copy of the program on a CD. Please
install it on your computer and return the
program fo school so others may install it
as well. Only a certain number of disks
were made so we must share them. FCAT
Simulator contains reading and math
practice programs for the FCAT. It isan
excellent resource that can be used for
years to come.

Context Clues

After grading a recent reading test, I
noticed a common trend among all of the
tests. Students were to figure out a new
word by using context clues. The majority
of students were unable to do this. So, we
are focusing heavily again this week on
using context clues to figure out what a
word means. This is when you read the
sentences surrounding the unknown word.
If that does not work, you read additional
sentences both before the word and after
the word. You look at the word to see if
there is a root word. You look for clues
within the story to try to figure the word
out. Please take some time fo discuss and
use this strategy with your child.

Jacksonville, Fl

January 5, 2009
olume 1, Issue 13

Proud Panther

Proud Panther has continued his
journey this past week with Will A.
Rumor has it that he went to on a trip to
the mountains. If you have a moment,
please check out his blog. He has already
been to quite a few places. Proud
Panther will be visiting with Daniel. Way
to go Daniell! Who will it be? We look
forward to seeing where Proud Panther
will go next.

We would like to thank all of the
parents and students for a wonderful
Winter Party. Thank you to all of the
volunteers who helped with the crafts.
Thank you to everyone for sending in all
of the delicious treats. Thank you for
your support in making our party such a
success. They students had a wonderful
time! We hope you enjoyed everything
they made as well. Again, thank youl

Important News Flash: The homework will now be posted on the blog for your reference.
The address for the blog is http://mrscowansclass.blogspot.com.




This Week's Homework

Daily: Read 20 minutes AND LOG IT!

Monday: Read 20 minutes, Reading - worksheet,
Math -practice sheet,

Tuesday: Reading - worksheet, Spelling - first 10
words in a paragraph

Wednesday: Math - worksheet, Spelling - last 10
words in a paragraph®©

Thursday: Spelling - study for test and do
something CREATIVE, Reading - worksheet
Friday: Have a super break and READ!

Spelling Words: clown lawn talk sound cloth
would also mouth crown soft count law town
small bounce officer frown drown claw south
Thank you for your support. Thank you for all
of the snacks for our class! We appreciate it!

Reminders to Students

* The Club Einstein and Brain answers are
due on Friday, January 16". They will
be emailed with the newsletter.
Everyone that participates earns a small
prize.

* Homework is due daily! Save a tree -
email it.
OO0OOOOOEOOOOEOOOOOO

* Snack donations are welcome and
needed. Thanks!

* Be sure to LOG YOUR BOOKS! Some
people did not log their books so they
could not get credit for them

Recommended Web Sites

http://storynory.com/

This is an awesome site that allows your child to listen to
stories on-line. If you have a moment, please check it out.

http://www.thekidzpage.com/

This site contains games, puzzles, and all sorts of other
goodies. They have activities for every holiday. If you
have a moment, please check it out.
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What are we studying?

Reading - main idea, fantasy versus realism, story
maps, evaluation, using context clues
Mathematics - fractions, parts of a whole

Writing - informational writing, paragraph writing,
planning

Science - rocks, rock formation, classifying rocks
Social Studies - using an atlas, current events
Grammar/Phonics - possessive nouns, ow and aw
sounds

Reading Vocabulary - achieve coincidence warp tilt
orbit display paralyzed

Mrs. Archer's Resources

P.E.: Red Day 10:15-10:45
Music: Green Day 10:15-10:45
Media: Green Day 9:45 - 10:15

Art: Orange Day (wk 2) 9:45 - 10:45

P.E.: Red Day 9:45-10:15
Media: Green Day 10:15-10:45
Music: Green Day 9:45 - 10:15

Art: Orange Day (wk 1) 9:45 - 10:45

Important Dates

® Reading tutoring: Thursday, January 8.
Tutoring is from 3:15 until 4:15.

* Book Club meets on Friday, January 9™ at
7:30. We will begin a new book!

*  Brain Buster and Club Einstein are due
Friday, January 16™,

* Early Release Day on January 7™, 2009.

*+  No school for students on January 16™.

4™ Grade Parent Night is on January 22",
This is an excellent chance for you to see
what will be expected of your child next
year.




