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  The Grouchy Ladybug

Eric Carle, Author and Illustrator

February 2006, Book of the Month

Synopsis: This wonderful story is about an unlikable ladybug that will not share.  She is confrontational, ill-mannered, and just plain grouchy.  The story begins very early in the morning with two ladybugs arriving to feast on a bunch of aphids covering a leaf.  The grouchy ladybug will not share so she heads off angrily to pick on someone bigger to fight.  She travels for twenty-four hours and ends up right back where she started only somewhat more contrite and a little wiser for the wear.  In this entertaining story, there are lessons about the passage of time, relative sizes, and the importance of manners and being nice. 

Reason Book was Chosen:  This book was chosen as a great way to incorporate a wide range of math lessons through literature.
Language Arts:  
· Text to Text connection

1. Compare to other Eric Carle books

· Text to Self connection 

1. Have you ever had a “grouchy” day?

2. Have you ever been picked on?

3. Have you ever wanted something but were unable to get it?  How did you feel?

· Author’s Purpose

· Responding to literature

· Dialogue

· Sequence of events

· Time order words

· Conventions, Grammar, Style and Syntax 

1. Discuss synonyms for grouchy

2. Come up with a word wall of feelings

3. Dialogue

4. Adjectives

5. Contractions

6. Compound words

· Imitating an author’s literary style
1. Have your students write a story similar to The Grouchy Ladybug by imitating Eric Carle’s style
Math:
· Telling time by 1 hour, 30 minute, and 15 minute increments

· Counting by 5’s

· Symmetry

· Sums to 7 (since ladybugs have that many dots ( )

· Measurement

· Greater than and less than

Writing, Science & Social Studies:
· What is a ladybug?

· Life cycles

· What is an aphid?

· Write about or discuss a time you were grouchy.

· Sharing feelings/expressions
· Conflict resolution: How could the Ladybug have solved her problem without wanting to fight?
Other Ideas:

· Visit Eric Carle’s Website: 
    http://www.eric-carle.com/home.html
· A wonderful ladybug theme unit designed for younger students: http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Atrium/5924/schoolyardscience.htm
· Enchanted Learning ladybug ideas and crafts: http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/insects/Ladybug.shtml
· A to Z teacher stuff lessons on ladybugs:
http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/
Just type in a search for ladybugs and you will get tons of nifty ideas for classroom use.

· Another neat theme unit on ladybugs:
     http://t3.preservice.org/T0301010/lessonplansec.htm
· A Web quest based on The Grouchy Ladybug
    http://www.yorkville.k12.il.us/webquests/webqfrey/webqsfrey.html
· Another neat ladybug web quest:

    http://can-do.com/uci/ssi2001/ladybugs.html
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