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How Leo
Learned to Be King
Marcus Pfister, Author and Illustrator

                         September 2006, Book of the Month

Synopsis: A king is deposed, a lesson is learned, and a message is delivered, all in the pages of a quick-moving, intriguing tale of the jungle. Pfister's prose flows jauntily as he describes Leo, a pompous and pretty useless king of beasts. When a humble warthog complains about Leo's ceaseless roaring and is about to be smacked into the next kingdom, another beast intervenes, and Leo is banished as the extraneous member he is. Leo is stunned: 'It has always been this way. Why should I change?' But he observes that everyone gets along fine without him, and further notices that he can be of help to others; after completing several acts of charity, he is welcomed back. Eschewing the trappings of crown and throne, Leo understands that it is a privilege to serve. The pages feature inviting colors of the savannah: rich greens and complex combinations of tans and browns. Pfister creates the animals in his trademark wet-on-wet technique, but when the facial expressions are crucial, he brings in details and puts the message in focus.
Language Arts:  
· Text to Text connection

1. Compare to other Marcus Pfister books
2. Compare to Leo the Late Bloomer
· Text to Self connection 

1. What lesson did you learn from the story?
2. Does this story remind you of anything?  If so, what? 

· Author’s Purpose:  Why did Marcus Pfister write this story?

· Responding to literature: Tell favorite parts, likes, noticings, wonderings, etc.
· Compare and Contrast: Leo at the beginning of the story and end
· Parts of a story: character, setting, plot, problem, solution

· Sequence of events

· Modeled “Think Aloud” of questioning and predicting

· Previewing and predicting

· Conventions, Grammar, Style and Syntax 

1. Come up with a word wall of describing words for Leo
2. Come up with a word wall of describing words for a lion
3. Adjectives
Math:
Art, Science & Social Studies:
· Science: Camouflage

· Science: Lions
· Science: Habitat

· Science: Worms

· Art:  Using watercolors and tissue paper
Other Marcus Pfister Books:

Other Ideas:
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