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Inch by Inch

Leo Lionni, Author and Illustrator

April 2006, Book of the Month

Synopsis: Once upon a time there was a cute, little, green inch worm hanging out on a piece of grass. One day, a robin came up to eat him, but the inchworm talked the robin into letting him measure the robin's tail. Being such a useful worm, the robin did not eat him, but took him to other birds so that they could have something measured by the smart inchworm. Finally, a nightingale told the worm to measure his song or he would eat the little inchworm. Using his little worm brain, the inchworm began measuring the song until he had inched away to safety.  This wonderful book, written and illustrated by Leo Lionni, won the Caldecott Honor in 1961. He has taken a little worm and made the reader fall in love with it through the worm's usefulness in measuring and his cunning ability to escape the hungry nightingale. Even though there are many different scenes, with many various shades of green on them, Lionni has illustrated the little worm in such a way that the reader can always point him out. Children will enjoy this adorable and timeless tale.
Reason Book was Chosen:  This book was chosen as a great way to incorporate measurement math lessons by using the works of a well-known and well-respected author of early childhood texts.
Language Arts:  
· Text to Text connection

1. Compare to other Leo Lionni books

2. Compare to stories found in Eric Carle’s Treasury of Classic Stories 

3. Compare to Eric Carle’s style of illustration

4. Compare to Diary of a Worm by Doreen Cronin

· Text to Self connection 

1. Have you ever tricked anyone to get out of doing something?  How did you do it?

2. Have you ever seen an inchworm?  Is it really an inch?

3. Does this story remind you of anything?  If so, what? 

· Author’s Purpose:  Why did Leo Lionni write this story?

· Responding to literature

· Compare and Contrast: characters (inchworm and nightingale)

· Parts of a story: character, setting, plot, problem, solution

· Dialogue

· Sequence of events

· Modeled “Think Aloud” of questioning and predicting

· Previewing and predicting

· Point of View

· Simile (green as an emerald)

· Conventions, Grammar, Style and Syntax 

1. Come up with a word wall of describing words for an inchworm

2. Come up with a word wall of describing words for a nightingale

3. Dialogue

4. Adjectives
5. Contractions 
6. Compound words (inchworm, hummingbird, breakfast)
Math:
· Measurement (inches)

· Greater than and less than

Art, Science & Social Studies:
· Science: Camouflage

· Science: Birds

· Science: The Food Chain

· Science: Habitat

· Science: Worms

· Art:  Using watercolors and tissue paper
Other Leo Lionni Books:

· The Alphabet Tree

· Frederick

· Swimmy

· A Busy Year

· Frederick and His Friends

· Let’s Play

· The Greentail Mouse

· A Color of His Own

· Let’s Make Rabbits

· It’s Mine

· An Extraordinary Egg

· Matthew’s Dream

· Cornelius

· Alexander and the Wind Up Mouse
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Tico and the Golden Wings

· Fish is Fish

· The Biggest House in the World

· A Flea Story

· Little Blue and Little Yellow

Other Ideas:

Leo Lionni Biography:

http://coe.west.asu.edu/students/dcorley/authors/Lionni.htm
http://www.randomhouse.com/author/results.pperl?authorid=17763&view=sml_sptlght
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/lionni/
http://www.aiga.org/content.cfm?contentalias=leolionni
http://www.yourlibrary.ws/childrens_webpage/e-author52000.htm
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Inch by Inch Lesson Plans:

http://www.thesolutionsite.com/lpnew/lesson/24960/lesson1.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=263
http://t3.preservice.org/T0401445/inchlesson.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/profbooks/inchbyinch.htm
Leo Lionni Theme Units:

1st Grade Unit:

http://www.shrewsbury-ma.gov/schools/Beal/Curriculum/media/Lionni/leolionni.html
2nd Grade Unit:

http://wilburnes.wcpss.net/authorstudy/koy/lionni.html
Leo Lionni WebQuest:

http://www.dedham.k12.ma.us/webquest/fall2003/cm/webquest.htm
http://webquest.org/questgarden/lessons/17120-060221013317/t-index.htm
http://education.iupui.edu/webquests/worms/INDEX.HTM
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