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Seven Blind Mice
Ed Young, Author and Illustrator

March 2006, Book of the Month

Synopsis: In this ancient Indian fable, seven blind mice find something mysterious by a pond. One by one, they investigate the "thing" and make their own guesses as to its identity. Only the seventh mouse sees the whole truth and solves the big mystery. This animal fable teaches a great lesson about wisdom and the need to look at the whole picture instead of getting lost in the parts. Young readers will enjoy the stunning paper-collage illustrations that can also be used to help youngsters explore the concepts of color, days of the week and ordinal numbers.
Reason Book was Chosen:  This book was chosen as a great way to incorporate a wide range of math lessons through an ancient fable.
Language Arts:  
· Text to Text connection

1. Compare to other Ed Young books

· Text to Self connection 

1. Have you ever tried to figure out what something was?  What clues did you use?
2. Have you ever disagreed with a friend over something you have seen?
3. Have you ever disagreed with a friend over something?  How did you solve the problem? 
· Author’s Purpose:  Why did Ed Young write this story?
· Responding to literature

· Dialogue

· Sequence of events

· Time order words
· Previewing and predicting

· Similes (supple as a snake, sharp as a spear)
· Point of View

· Moral to a story

· Genre: Fables (This story was based on the ancient fable of the Blind Men and the Elephant.)
· Conventions, Grammar, Style and Syntax 

1. Come up with a word wall of describing words for an elephant
2. Dialogue
3. Common nouns and proper nouns
4. Adjectives
Math:
· Days of the Week
· Symmetry (take note of the pillar that the red mouse sees and the spear the yellow mouse sees, etc.)
· Sums to 7 (since there were seven mice and seven days of the week ( )

· Greater than and less than
· Ordinals

· Measurement (comparing various objects)
Art, Writing, Science & Social Studies:
· Colors: Primary versus Secondary
· Mice
· Elephants
· China

· Fables from other countries
· What does the moral of this story mean?
· What is a moral?  Have you ever read another story that has a moral?
· Write about or discuss a time you used clues to figure out the answer to a question.
Other Ed Young Books:
· Lon Po Po

· Cats are Cats (with Nancy Larrick)

· Cat and Rat: Legend of the Chinese Zodiac

· Donkey Trouble

· Mouse Match

· Little Plum

· Night Visitors
Other Ideas:
Ed Young Biography:

http://books.scholastic.com/teachers/authorsandbooks/authorstudies/authorhome.jsp?authorID=216&collateralID=5311&displayName=Biography
Kindergarten Theme Unit on Color:

http://filebox.vt.edu/users/jhjohnso/Good_Webpage/elemesllsn.htm

Seven Blind Mice Lesson Plans:
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=181
http://student.augie.edu/~lmstacy/Seven%20Blind%20Mice%20Inferring%20Lesson.htm
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