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Skippyjon Jones
Judith Schachner, Author and Illustrator                          

                       May 2007, Book of the Month

Synopsis: Meet Skippyjon Jones, not your ordinary, everyday Siamese kitten.  He is an imaginative and adventurous kitten who thrives on excitement and not being “just an ordinary cat”.  Even having a time-out in his room leads him on a wild adventure.  Taking on the superhero persona of the great Spanish sword fighter, Skippito, he has the adventure of his life, and readers are invited along. Zany, wild, and over-the-top, this utterly original book truly begs to be read aloud.  With this wild, effervescent, and exciting book, Judith Schachner has created a new cat character for all ages to enjoy and love. ¡Olé!
Language Arts:  
· Text to Text connection

1. Compare to other Judith Schachner books

2. Compare to the David series by David Shannon

3. Compare to other texts in which the main character imagines he/she is something else (ie. Where the Wild things Are, Alice the Fairy, etc)

· Text to Self connection 

1. What lesson did you learn from the story?
2. Does this story remind you of anything?  If so, what? 

3. Imagine you are El Skippito?  What would you do about Alfredo Buzzito?

4. Imagine you are El Skippito?  Write about your own amazing adventure.

· Author’s Purpose:  Why did Judith Schachner write this story?

· Responding to literature: Tell favorite parts, likes, noticings, wonderings, etc.
· Parts of a story: character, setting, plot, problem, solution

· Sequence of events

· Modeled “Think Aloud” of questioning, predicting and using context clues
· Previewing and predicting

· Context Clues – Determine the meanings of the Spanish words found within the text by using context clues.

· Rhyme and Rhythm
· Exciting Language: This book beautifully illustrates how exciting and vibrant language can make a book come to life.

· Conventions, Grammar, Style and Syntax 

1. Come up with a word wall of describing words for Skippy
2. Adjectives
3. Dialogue
Math:

· Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, and/or Division using BEANS!

· Graphing: Favorite types of beans, favorite jelly beans, etc.
Art, Science & Social Studies:
· Science: Cats
· Social Studies: Mexico   
· Science: Habitats (Desert)
· Social Studies: Map Skills -  locate Mexico on a map and discuss
· Art: Create a picture using beans
· Art: Make a piñata and fill it with jelly beans((((
Other Judith Schachner Books:

· Willy and May
· Mr. Emerson’s Cook

· I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Pie

· The Grannyman

· Yo, Vikings!

· How the Cat Swallowed Thunder

· Skippyjon Jones in The Doghouse

· Skippyjon Jones in Mummy Trouble

Other Ideas:

· Have your students make up their own tongue twisters
· Read the story without showing the pictures.  Select several points to have your students stop and illustrate what they think the picture should look like.  This could be a creating mental images lesson.
Links:

Judith Schachner Sites:
http://www.judithbyronschachner.com/
Lesson Plan Links:

http://www.writingfix.com/Traits.htm
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