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Wild About Books
Judy Sierra, Author and Marc Brown, Illustrator

August 2006, Book of the Month

Synopsis: In this rollicking rhymed story, Molly introduces birds and beasts to this new something called reading. She finds the perfect book for every animal—tall books for giraffes, tiny ones for crickets. “She even found waterproof books for the otter, who never went swimming without Harry Potter.” In no time at all, Molly has them “forsaking their niches, their nests, and their nooks,” going “wild, simply wild, about wonderful books.” Judy Sierra’s funny animal tale coupled with Marc Brown’s lush, fanciful paintings will have the same effect on young Homo sapiens. Altogether, it’s more fun than a barrel of monkeys!
Language Arts:  
· Text to Text connection

1. Compare to other Judy Sierra and Marc Brown books

· Text to Self connection 

1. Have you ever been wild about a book?  What book and why?
2. Have you ever been wild about anything?  If so, what and why?
3. Does this story remind you of anything?  If so, what? 

· Author’s Purpose:  Why did Judy Sierra write this story?

· Responding to literature

· Parts of a story: character, setting, plot, problem, solution

· Dialogue

· Sequence of events – Sketch out the major events from the story and create a story board of them as a class.
· Modeled “Think Aloud” of questioning and predicting

· Previewing and predicting

· Conventions, Grammar, Style and Syntax 

1. Come up with a word wall of describing words for the various animals
2. Come up with a word wall of describing words for a library
3. Dialogue

4. Adjectives
Math:
· Graphing – classify the animals in the text based on various criteria such as walks, crawls, hops, brown, etc.  Graph the results.
· Greater than and less than

Extensions:
· Read other texts by Judy Sierra
· Create various haiku’s with the class
Art, Science & Social Studies:
· Science: Safari Animals
· Science: Habitat

· Science: Classification (Animals from story)

· Science: Zoo
· Social Studies: People/Places in our community

· Art: Safari Mobile 

· Art: Create a mural of various zoo animals

Other Judy Sierra Books:
Antarctic Antics: A Book of Penguin Poems. Illustrated by Jose Aruego and Ariane Dewey. Harcourt, 1998.

The Beautiful Butterfly. Illustrated by Victoria Chess. Clarion, 2000.

Can You Guess My Name? Classic Tales Around the World. Illustrated by Stefano Vitale. Clarion, 2002.

Counting Crocodiles. Illustrated by Will Hillenbrand. Harcourt, 1997.

The Dancing Pig. Illustrated by Jesse Sweetwater. Harcourt, 1999.

The Elephant's Wrestling Match. Illustrated by Brian Pinkney. Lodestar, 1992.

The Gift of the Crocodile. Illustrated by Reynold Ruffins. Simon & Schuster, 2000.

Good Night, Dinosaurs. Illustrated by Victoria Chess. Clarion, 1996.

Gruesome Guide to World Monsters. Illustrated by Henrik Drescher. Candlewick, 2005.

The House That Drac Built. Illustrated by Will Hillenbrand. Harcourt, 1995.

Monster Goose. Illustrated by Jack E. Davis. Harcourt 2001.

Nursery Tales Around the World. Illustrated by Stefano Vitale. Clarion, 1996. 

Preschool to the Rescue. Illustrated by Will Hillenbrand. Harcourt, 2001.

Schoolyard Rhymes. Illustrated by Melissa Sweet. Knopf, 2005.

Silly and Sillier: Read Aloud Tales from Around the World. Illustrated by Valeri Gorbachev. Knopf, 2002.

Tasty Baby Belly Buttons. Illustrated by Meilo So. Knopf, 1999.

There’s a Zoo in Room 22. Illustrated by Barney Saltzberg. Harcourt, 2000.

‘Twas the Fright Before Christmas. Illustrated by Will Hillenbrand. Harcourt 2002.

What Time Is It, Mr. Crocodile? Illustrated by Doug Cushman. Harcourt, 2004.

Wild About Books. Illustrated by Marc Brown. Knopf, 2004.

Wiley and the Hairy Man. Illustrated by Brian Pinkney. Lodestar, 1996.
Other Ideas:

Judy Sierra Websites:
http://www.judysierra.net/
Marc Brown Websites:

http://www.marcbrownstudios.com/index.html
Lesson Plans:
http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=2966
Arts and Crafts:
http://www.first-school.ws/theme/animals.htm
http://www.sandiegozoo.org/kids/crafts.html
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